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The Light of the Prophecies 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:  2 Peter 1:16-21 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 

A. As long as sin has been in the world, there has been darkness.  

1. The sin of Adam and Eve. 

2. Cain killing Abel 

3. Genesis 6 - Consider the days of Noah. 

4. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah 

5. Even the children of Israel spent some of their time in disobedience to God.   

6. The apostle Paul, in talking about the Gentiles, referred to the sinfulness of the 

Gentiles.  (Romans 1:18-32)   

7. Truly the world was filled with sin.   

B. However, throughout history, throughout this darkness, there has been a persistent light 

cutting through the darkness. This light, while giving limited illumination, provided hope 

and comfort until the morning finally came.     

I. THE LIGHT PROVIDED BY PROPHECIES. 

A. Since the beginning, when Adam’s sin brought sin into the world, there have been 

moments of shining light seen in various prophecies.  Consider the following examples: 

1. After Adam’s sin, we see a glimmer of hope in what God said to the serpent.  

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 

her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”  (Genesis 3:15) 

2. While not so much a prophecy of coming hope, we see great hope in the faith of 

Noah. 

a. Noah lived during a time when the world was filled with sin.  (Genesis 6:3, 

5-7) 

b. However, Noah found grace in the sight of God.  (Genesis 6:8)  God 

destroyed the world but saved Noah and his family. 
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3. As we look forward to Abraham, we see the light of prophecy shine again. 

a. God’s promise to Abraham, “. . . And in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.”  (Genesis 12:3; cf. 22:18) 

b. The apostle Paul referenced this prophetic light in Galatians 3:8. 

4. Moving on to Moses we see another prophetic statement.  (Deuteronomy 18:15-

18; Acts 3:20-22) 

5. Throughout the Psalms we see several prophetic rays of light, such as Psalm 22. 

6. The prophet Isaiah wrote prophecies which provided light during the dark, such 

as Isaiah 42:1-9 and chapter 53.  

7. Jeremiah spoke of the descendant of David as well as the coming new covenant.  

(Jeremiah 23:5-6; 31:31-34) 

8. Joel foretold the day when God would pour out His spirit on all flesh.  (Joel 2:28-

32) 

B. These prophecies gave light to the dark world while waiting for the day to dawn. 

II. THE LIGHT GAVE HOPE UNTIL THE MORNING DAWNED.   

A. Ultimately, these prophecies were looking forward to the coming of Jesus Christ, His 

death upon the cross, and His resurrection.   

B. Peter compares these prophecies to a “lamp shining in a dark place.”  (2 Peter 1:16-21, 

ESV) 

1. Peter was an “eyewitnesses” of the coming and majesty of “our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  (vs 16; Mark 9:2-8) 

2. Peter, James, and John all witnessed Jesus receiving “honor and glory from God 

the Father” when they heard the Father say, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 

I am well pleased.”  (vs 17-18) 

3. Peter reminded the reader of the importance of paying attention to the 

“prophetic word.”  Here is what Peter says regarding the “prophetic word”:   (vs 

19) 

a. Was “confirmed” (NKJV), “made more sure” (NASB), “more fully 

confirmed” (ESV). 
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b. Was a “lamp shining in a dark place.”  

4. The people were to pay attention to the words of prophecies. Those words were 

a “lamp shining in a dark place,” waiting until the day dawn with the morning star 

rising in their hearts.  (vs 19) 

a. There are varying interpretations as to Peter’s reference to “the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 

b. For this lesson, we will take a very simple approach:  The prophecies of 

old were lamps shining in a dark world until Jesus came and brought the 

light of day, revealing the mystery of how man would be saved from his 

sins. 

III. THE MORNING DAWNS, THE SUN SHINES. 

A. From the very beginning, Jesus was the Light. (John 1:1-5)  

B. However, this light did not fully shine in the world until Jesus died for the sins of man, 

and arose to reign over His kingdom.  Consider the following passages: 

1. The Hebrew writer tells us of the exaltation of Jesus.  (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

2. This “mystery” has been revealed by the apostles.  (Ephesians 3:8-13) 

3. The apostle Paul again refers to the revelation of this mystery.  (Romans 16:25-

26) 

C. While we still live in a very dark world, we now fully understand the salvation made 

possible by Jesus Christ.  Because of this shining light, we have been “called out of 

darkness into His marvelous light.”  (1 Peter 2:9) 

CONCLUSION. 

A. How often do you study the Old Testament?   

1. While we understand the mystery of our salvation, the Old Testament prophecies 

serve to remind us of that which many take for granted. 

2. Let us not neglect a thorough study of those prophecies which foretold the 

coming of Christ.   

B. For those who have not obeyed the gospel of Christ, you are still in darkness.  Turn to 

God’s word today.  Look to the Light and learn of Jesus Christ and the price He paid for 
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you. Let the day dawn within your hearts by obeying the gospel’s call to salvation today.   
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