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The One True 
Church

2 Thessalonians 2:5-12
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Jesus Would Build

• Jesus said He would build His church.

• Today, religious divisions abound.

• Is today’s religious divisions what God 
had in mind for the body of Christ?
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Facts Regarding Christ’s Church

• Jesus built His church.  Matt 16:18

– The “called out”

– Jesus was going to build his body of 
believers who would be called out of the 
darkness of sin.

– The church in existence.  1 Tim 3:15

–We only see one church, one body of 
believers, and one doctrine.
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Facts Regarding Christ’s Church

• Enter by answering the one calling.

–By the gospel of Christ.  Mark 16:15-16;           
2 Thess 2:13-14

–A “heavenly calling.”  Heb 3:1

–Out of darkness.  1 Pet 2:9

– In one body.  Col 3:15

– To holiness.  1 Thess 4:7
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Facts Regarding Christ’s Church

• Added to the body by the Lord. 

–Have faith which comes by the one Word of 
God.  Eph 4:4; Rom 10:17; Mark 16:16

–Repent and be baptized.  Acts 2:38

–Baptized into the body.  Gal 3:6-7;                      
1 Cor 12:13; Rom 6:3-4  

– The baptism taught by Christ will result in 
God adding a person.  Acts 2:41, 47; Col 
2:11-12;  cf. Acts 18:24-26; Acts 19:1-5
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Facts Regarding Christ’s Church

• Only one head over the body.

– There are no earthly pontiffs, leaders, 
presidents, bishops, etc. 

– Jesus Christ is the head of the one body.  
Eph 1:22-23

– The body of Christ follows only Jesus and 
the teachings of His apostles.
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Facts Regarding Christ’s Church

• No divisions within Christ’s church.

–All members of the body are part of the one 
body.  Rom 12:4-5; 1 Cor 12:20
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Facts Regarding Christ’s Church

• No divisions within Christ’s church.

– The members do not work contrary to the 
head, but in unity and fellowship with 
Christ.

• In unity of the Spirit.  Eph 4:1-6

• Be of the same mind.  1 Cor 1:10

• Teach the doctrine taught by Christ as the 
apostles.  2 John 1:9-10; Acts 2:42; Rom 
6:17; Eph 4:14; 1 Tim 1:3
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Man Has Built His Churches

• “. . . many false prophets have gone out 
into the world.”  1 John 4:1

– The Lord knew man would not be happy 
with the teachings and truths.

–He knew “false prophets” and “false 
teachers” would lead some away. 

–Many taught some of what Jesus and His 
apostles taught.  2 Cor 11:12-15; 2 Thess
2:9-10
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Man Has Built His Churches

• Some people look for something 
different than the pure doctrine of 
Christ.  

–Consider Paul’s warnings.  2 Tim 4:3-4; 
2 Thess 2:5-12

– Some people willfully forget what God has 
said and done.  2 Pet 3:3-5
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Man Has Built His Churches

• Some people will pervert or change the 
gospel of Christ.  Gal 1:6-9; 2 John 1:9-
10; 1 Tim 4:1-3

–Changing Christ’s teaching regarding grace, 
mercy, works, and salvation.

–Changing the apostle’s teachings regarding 
the leadership of the local church.

–Changing the work and purpose of the local 
church.
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Man Has Built His Churches

• Some people are driven by their own selfish 
ambitions.

– Dividing and starting other “churches” based 
upon their own desires and wishes.

– These false teachers are driven by selfish 
motives and ambitions.  2 Pet 2:1-3; Jude 1:3-4

– Some desire the roles of leadership so people 
will follow them.  2 Cor 11:12-15

– Some become “enemies of the cross of Christ.”  
Phil 3:17-19
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Man Has Built His Churches

• Some people bind traditions and 
teachings not bound by God. 

– The Pharisees were guilty of binding 
traditions.  Matt 15:9; 23:4

– This might have been part of what Paul had 
in mind in his warnings to the Ephesians 
elders.  Acts 20:28-31

– There are religions today who rely heavily 
upon traditions for their source of authority. 
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Man Has Built His Churches

• Some people try to loose and allow 
things not allowed by God.

–Consider against the false teachers.  
2 Pet 2:18-20

–Consider also Paul’s words to Titus. 
Titus 1:15-16
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Man Has Built His Churches

• The end result of these false teachers 
would be what we know today as “other 
religions.”
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