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Work Out Our 
Own Salvation

Philippians 2:12-18
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God’s Part in Man’s Salvation

• God begins a good work in a person 
when he obeys the gospel call.  Phil 1:6
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God’s Part in Man’s Salvation

• God made possible us becoming His 
children through Jesus Christ.  Phil 2:5-8

– Jesus took upon Himself the form of a 
servant. (vs 7)

– Jesus humbled Himself and became 
obedient to the point of death. (vs 8)

– Through this death, Jesus paid the price so 
that all might be saved.   Cf. 1 Cor 6:20
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God’s Part in Man’s Salvation

• God gave instructions.

–God works in us to do His will and good 
pleasure through the instructions in the 
Bible.  Phil 2:13

• The gospel reveals one’s lost condition.  
John 16:8

• The Bible reveals salvation.

• The Bible reveals God’s promise of an 
inheritance.  2 Pet 1:2-4; 1 Pet 1:3-5
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God’s Part in Man’s Salvation

• God desires all men be saved.  1 Tim 2:4; 
2 Pet 3:9

• God will give us strength to do His will. 
Phil 4:10-13; 1 Cor 10:12-13
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Man’s Part in His Own Salvation

• Peter said in his sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation.”  Acts 2:40, ASV

–Peter told the people there was something 
they had to do.
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Man’s Part in His Own Salvation

• A personal responsibility.  No one can fulfill 
your responsibility to save yourself. 
– “ . . . work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling.”  Phil 2:12

– Man is not to question the design of salvation.

– Man’s part in the salvation process is simple.  
1) Practice righteousness 2) Fear God and 
keeps his commandments.  1 John 3:7; Eccl 
12:13
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Man’s Part in His Own Salvation

• “What shall we do, that we may work 
the works of God?”  John 6:28
–God’s will for the sinner.

• Come to a knowledge of the truth.                   
1 Tim 2:4

• Believe the record God gave of His Son.             
1 John 5:10-11

• Repent of their sins.  Acts 17:30

• Become dead to the dominion of sin.           
Rom 6:3-4
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Man’s Part in His Own Salvation

• “What shall we do, that we may work 
the works of God?”  John 6:28

–God’s will for the sinner.

–God’s will for the Christian: Continue to 
work on his own salvation through faithful 
obedience.
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