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Suffering For 
Christ

1 Peter 3:13-17
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Introduction

• “Now who is there to harm you if you 
are zealous for what is good?”                    
1 Pet 3:13, ESV

–We are to fear God.  Matt 10:28; Acts 5:29

–Nothing can separate us from the love of 
Christ.  Rom 8:35-39
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Introduction

• While no one can take away our eternal 
life with God, we may still suffer as 
Christians.  1 Pet 3:14

–While submitting to our government.            
1 Pet 2:13-17

–While submitting to masters. 1 Pet 2:18

–While submitting to husbands. 1 Pet 3:1-7
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What Should Be Our Attitude?

• Suffering for Christ is “commendable.”      
1 Pet 2:19-25

– If we suffer wrongfully while serving the 
Lord.  (vs 19)

– If we are patient and endure.  (vs 20)

– If we are following Jesus’ example.                 
(vs 21-25)
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What Should Be Our Attitude?

• Always respond with love.  1 Pet 3:8-12

–Be of one mind.

–Have compassion.

– Love as brothers.

–Be tenderhearted.

–Be courteous.

–No “evil for evil” or “reviling for reviling.”
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What Should Be Our Attitude?

• It is better to suffer for good.                         
1 Pet 3:13-17

–While we may suffer, man cannot take away 
what God’s watchful care.  (vs 13-14)

– Set Christ apart within our hearts. (vs 15)

–Be ready to give a defense. (vs 15)

–Have a good conscience. (vs 16-17, 21) 
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What Should Be Our Attitude?

• We are not alone. Jesus suffered for us.
1 Pet 4:1-2

– Jesus died to set us free from sin.                   
Rom 6:5-8

– If we are free from sin, then, as Jesus 
suffered, we too will face persecution.            
(vs 1-2)
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What Should Be Our Attitude?

• We should rejoice.  1 Pet 4:12-19

–We should rejoice, knowing we are sharing 
in Jesus’ sufferings.  (vs 12-13)

–We also rejoice, knowing His glory will be 
revealed.  (vs 12-13)

–God is glorified when we suffer “for the 
name of Christ.” (vs 14, 16)
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Conclusion

• When we suffer for doing good, 
remember:

– Suffering for Christ is “commendable.” 

–Always respond with love.

– It is better to suffer for good. 

–We are not alone. Jesus suffered for us.

–We should rejoice.
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