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Introduction

• The sight of a sword has brought fear.

–Paul wrote, ““For he is God's minister to 
you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; 
for he does not bear the sword in vain; for 
he is God's minister, an avenger to execute 
wrath on him who practices evil”.                     
Rom 13:4
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Introduction

• The Bible contains several metaphorical 
uses of the sword.

–War.  Jer 14:15

– That which divides.  Matt 10:34

– “Rash words.”  Pro 12:18

–One’s enemies as “sharp swords.”  Ps 57:4

–One who violate a covenant.  Ps 55:21
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Introduction

• In this lesson, we are going to look at 
the sword as God’s divine judgment.   
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The Sword Prepared

• Against Judah

– The sword is sharpened & polished.  (vs 8-11)

– The people are to fear the sword.  (vs 12-15)

– The Lord called forth the sword.  His fury 
then rests. (vs 16-17)

– The Lord used Babylon. (vs 18-23)

–Consider Judah’s guilt.  (vs 24-27)
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The Sword Prepared

• Against Ammon.  Eze 21:28-32
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The Sword Prepared

• Overview of the sword of the Lord:

– The sword is polished.

– The sword is given to the hand of the slayer.

– The sword does not respect the king.

– The sword slays in the private chambers.

– The sword stops when the fury of the Lord 
rests. 
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The Sword Remains 
Prepared

• Jesus is called “the Word of God.”  

– In John’s vision, he saw the “King of Kings 
and Lord of Lord."  Rev 19:11-16

–He is also called “The Word of God.”  vs 13

– From His mouth comes forth a “sharp 
sword.”  vs 15
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The Sword Remains 
Prepared

• God’s word pierces our soul. 

– Israel’s disobedience.  Heb 3:15 - 4:2

–We can enter the promised rest.  Heb 4:3-10

–God’s word will judge us. Heb 4:11-13

• His word is sharp.  cf Eph 6:17

• His word will discern our hearts.                      
cf. Jn 12:47-48

• No one will be exempt.  vs 13
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The Sword Remains 
Prepared

• Under the new covenant . . .
– The physical nation of Israel has long since 

rejected God’s covenant with them.  Therefore, 
He made a new covenant with a new people.  
Heb 8:7-12; Joel 2:28-32 

– The church, the body of Christ, is composed of 
God’s own people, His spiritual nation.                       
1 Pet 2:9-10

– The gates of Hades will never prevail against the 
church.  Matt 16:18
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The Sword Remains 
Prepared

• Under the new covenant . . .

–However, as individual members, it is 
possible for us to disobey the heavenly 
Father. 

– “Let us therefore be diligent to enter that 
rest, lest anyone fall according to the same 
example of disobedience.”  Heb 4:11
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The Sword Remains 
Prepared

• Under the new covenant . . .

– If we disobey the word of the Lord, then the 
word of the Lord judges us to be guilty.  

– It cuts deep revealing our sin, our shame, 
and our guilt.  

– If we do not repent, then His word will bring 
about our final judgment.  
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The Sword Prepared

• Final thoughts:

– The sword, God’s word, is prepared for use.

– The sword is that which will judge us now 
and at judgment

– The sword does not respect life’s stations.

– The sword judges in the private chambers.

– The sword stops when the fury of the Lord 
rests. 
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