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Looking Forward

Philippians 3:12-16
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Introduction

• Planning ahead is part of life.

–Adam’s charge - “tend and keep” the 
garden.  Gen 2:15; 3:17-18

– Jacob’s labors. Gen 29

– Joseph’s preparations for famine. Gen 41

– The Israelites had three days to make ready 
for the Lord.  Exo 19:10-11
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Introduction

• As children of God, we cannot afford to 
live our lives in a day-to-day fashion.  

• Everything we do should be done on the 
path toward tomorrow.

• Let us consider areas were looking 
forward is seen within the life of 
Christians.
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Looking Forward Seen In . . .

• Put off sin and putting on the new man.  
Rom 13:11-14

• Desiring the word of God.  1 Pet 2:1-2

• Diligently growing to be pleasing to 
God.  2 Tim 2:15
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Looking Forward Seen In . . .

• Pressing on toward the goal.                               
Phil 3:12-16, 20-21

• Seeking our heavenly home.                      
Heb 11:8-10; 13:14

• Planting and watering Gods’ word into 
the hearts of men.  1 Cor 3:5-8
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Looking Forward Seen In . . .

• Goals for self.

–Growing in knowledge and understanding.                 
2 Pet 3:17-18

–More understanding towards others.                   
Eph 4:31-32; Col 3:12-14

– Taking every opportunity to assemble with 
with other Christians. Heb 10:24-25

–Always be willing to help a brother or sister 
in Christ who is in need.  1 John 3:17
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Looking Seen In . . .

• Goals for the local church.

– The shepherds think or plan ahead.  

• Could be yearly theme.

• Could be planning for the classes.

• Could be planning for gospel meetings.

• Could include special series, lectures, or 
classes.

• The local shepherds seek ways to help the 
congregation to grow spiritually.
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