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Following 
Christ

Matthew 16:24-28
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Introduction

• Two questions:
• What does it take to follow Jesus Christ?
• Why we must follow Jesus Christ?

• Let us consider these two                
important questions.
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How to Follow Christ
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How to Follow Christ

•Deny self.  Matt 16:24; Mk 8:34;          
Lk 9:23
• Denying oneself allows one to put Christ 

first.
• Remove the obstacle of self.
• Be a servant of Christ.  Lk 17:5-10
• Be a living sacrifice.  Rom 12:1-2
• Follow Jesus’ selflessness.                             

2 Cor 4:7-12
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How to Follow Christ

•Deny self.  Matt 16:24; Mk 8:34;              
Lk 9:23
• Recognize . . .

• On your own, there is no redemption 
from your sins.

• On your own, life is limited to                    
fleshly pursuits and desires.

• If you follow Christ, then He will                  
lead you to eternity in heaven.
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How to Follow Christ

• Take up one’s cross.  Matt 16:24;            
Mk 8:34; Lk 9:23
• Jesus did the will of the Father.                           

Jn 12:48-50; 5:30; Matt 26:39
• Do as the Father desires. Mt 7:21-23
• Be willing to suffer.  1 Pet 2:21-25;                 

4:12-16
• Be willing to die in Christ and for                 

Christ.  Rev 2:10
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Why Should We Follow 
Christ?
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We Should Follow Christ Because

• Following Him will save our souls.  
Matt 16:25; Mk 8:35; Lk 9:24
• If our goal is to save our physical life, then 

we will not follow Jesus. 
• If our goal is to save our souls, then           

we will give our life to following                
Christ.  
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We Should Follow Christ Because

•Nothing is worth more than our soul.  
Matt 16:26; Mk 8:36-37; Lk 9:25
• Jesus found us of great valuable.
• We should see the value of our souls.
• Danger when the world is worth             

more than our souls.  1 Jn 2:15-17
• We cannot love God and riches.                  

Matt 6:24; cf. 1 Tim 6:9-10
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We Should Follow Christ Because

• There will be a day of judgment.               
Matt 16:27; Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26
• God will reward each according to his 

works.  Heb 4:13; Rev 20:11-15
• Do not be ashamed of Christ.                       

Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26; Matt 10:32-33
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Conclusion

•Now we know . . .
• How to follow Jesus Christ.
• Why to follow Jesus Christ.

•What we do not know . . .
• Will you choose to follow Jesus          

Christ?
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