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Diligence in 
Avoiding 

Shortsightedness

2 Peter 1:5-11
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Introduction

• “For if these things are yours and 
abound, you will be neither barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these 
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, 
and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins.” (2 Peter 1:8-9)
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What is Shortsightedness?

• Physical shortsightedness occurs when 
the light coming into your eyes is focused 
in front of the retina causing your 
distance vision to be blurred. 

• Severe shortsightedness can render one 
effectively blind.

http://www.seminolepointe.church/resources/readme


This document was sourced from <www.seminolepointe.church>.

What is Shortsightedness?

• Consider a few Bible passages which talk 
about spiritual blindness:

– The church in Laodicea.  Rev 3:17

– The blindness of Israel.  Rom 11:25

– The blindness of the gentiles.  Eph 4:17-19

–Caused by lacking godly attributes.                  
2 Pet 2:9-10 
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What is Shortsightedness?

• Spiritual shortsightedness does not let 
you focus on godly concerns or the 
dangers which may lay ahead of you.  

–Cannot see heavenly concerns.

–Cannot see the will of God.

–Cannot see the consequences of sin.

–Cannot see the spiritual needs of others.

–Cannot see the long term path.

–Cannot see you were forgiven of your sins.This document was sourced from <www.seminolepointe.church>.
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What Causes Shortsightedness?

• Not adding to one’s faith virtue, 
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, 
godliness, brotherly kindness and love 
will cause shortsightedness.  2 Pet 1:5-9
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What Causes Shortsightedness?

• Loving the world can hinder one’s 
spiritual vision.  1 John 2:15-17

– Lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, pride of 
life.

– Love of wealth and riches.  1 Tim 6:9-10

– Selfishness.  Gal 5:19-21; Phil 2:3-4

–Works of the flesh. Gal 5:19-21

–Anger and wrath.  Col 3:8
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What Causes Shortsightedness?

• Anything which hinders a Christian from 
seeking the kingdom of God and pressing 
toward the goal of heaven. 

– See clearly to seek first the kingdom of God.  
Matt 6:33

– See clearly to press toward the goal of 
heaven.  Phil 3:12-16; Heb 13:14 

http://www.seminolepointe.church/resources/readme


This document was sourced from <www.seminolepointe.church>.

What Are the Dangers of  
Shortsightedness?

• Not see the snares and traps of the devil.  
1 Pet 5:8; Eph 6:11; 1 Tim 3:7; 6:9; 2 Tim 
2:25-26

• Not see the approach of temptation.           
1 Cor 10:13; 1 Thess 5:22

• Not realize the possibility of falling.            
1 Cor 10:12

• Not recognize false doctrine.  2 Pet 2:1-3
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How Can a Person Correct 
Shortsightedness?

• Look to Jesus Christ.  John 14:6;                       
1 Pet 2:21-23

• Look to His word and direction.  Phil 
2:12-16; 2 Tim 1:13

• Focus our attention and our desires on 
those things which are above.  Col 3:1-4
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