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Local Church – God’s Design

• N.T. examples of Christians working and 
worshiping together.   

– The converted which lived in Thessalonica.  
Acts 17:1-4; 1 Thess 1:1

– The converted which lived in Corinth.  Acts 
18:1-8; 1 Cor 1:2

– The converted which lived in Ephesus.  Acts 
18:19-21; 19:8-10; Eph 1:1-2
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Local Church – God’s Design

• These local congregations assembled 
together to worship God, to edify one 
another, and to spread the word.

• The same local formations continues 
today.  
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Local Church – God’s Design

• In this series, we will show the need to 
have respect for:

– The leadership of the local church.

– The work of the local church.

– The autonomy of the local church.
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Respect for the 
Leadership

Acts 20:28-32
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Introduction

• Respect for the Lord’s design for the 
local church. 

– Each local church is to have qualified elders.

• Elders in Jerusalem.  Acts 11:30

• Paul and Silas appointed elders.  Acts 14:23

• Paul instructed Titus to “appoint elders in 
every city.”  Titus 1:5
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect for the role of elders. 

– Acts 20:17, 28-31

• Elders are to “pay careful attention” (ESV), 
“be on guard” (NASB), or “take heed” (NKJV) 
to themselves and the congregation. (vs 28)

• The role of elders has been established by 
the Lord, by the Holy Spirit. (v 28)
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect for the role of elders. 

– Acts 20:17, 28-31

• Elders are to “care for the church of God” 
(ESV), “shepherd the church of God” (NKJV) 
against spiritual dangers.  (vs 28-31)
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect for the role of elders. 

– 1 Peter 5:1-4

• Elders are to “tend to” or “shepherd” the 
flock.  (vs 2)

• Elders are to oversee or exercise oversight 
over the flock.   (vs 2)

• Elders must willingly choose to serve.  (vs 2)

• Elders are not to “lord” it over                              
the church. (vs 3)
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect for the role of elders. 

– Hebrews 13:17

• Elders “rule over” (NKJV) or lead (“leaders” 
(ESV)) the local congregation. 

• Elders “watch out” (NKJV), “keeping watch” 
(ESV), “keep watch” (NASB) over the local 
congregation.
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect for the role of elders. 

– 1 Timothy 5:17 -- Elders are to “rule well” 
(NKJV), ruling or directing the congregation 
in accordance to God’s word.
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect and submit to the leadership. 

– “Recognize” (NKJV) or “respect” those who 
are “over you in the Lord and admonish 
you.”  1 Thess 5:12,13

– A lack of submission results in grief and not 
joy within the eldership.   Heb 13:17; cf.           
1 Pet 5:5
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Respect for the Leadership

• Respect and submit to the leadership. 

– The church is not to receive a charge against 
an elder unless it comes by two or three 
witnesses.  1 Tim 5:19
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Conclusion

• The local church will function properly if

– The members respect God’s role and design 
for the local church,

– The members respect the leadership of the 
local church,

– The elders respect their role and 
responsibilities,

– And the members submit to the 
oversight of the local eldership. 
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Conclusion

• In our next lesson we will talk about the 
importance of having respect for the 
work of the local congregation. 
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