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Respect for the 
Local Work

Ephesians 4:11-16
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Respect for Edification

• The responsibility of the local church.

• Edification is accomplished through the 
teaching and preaching.

– The goal of this edification.  Heb 5:12-14 

– The Word enables this growth.                            
2 Tim 3:16-17
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Respect for Edification

• Edification is accomplished through the 
teaching and preaching.

– The goal:  Growth and edification. 
Eph 4:11-16

• Teachings of the apostles and the prophets.

• Evangelists, pastors, and teachers.   

• The goal:  Unity, maturity, and members 
working together.
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Respect for Edification

• This congregation employs different 
methods.

– Worship services.

– Bible classes.  

• Presences is important.

• Preparation is important. 

• A willingness to teach. 

• Respect the Bible class setting. 
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Respect for Edification

• This congregation employs different 
methods.

– Bulletins containing various articles.

– Special classes, such as our Tuesday 
morning class and our ladies class.

– Internet studies and videos.
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Respect for Edification

• Respect our individual roles, being 
“working members.”

– Do our best to be one time for Bible classes 
and worship services.
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Respect for Edification

• Respect our individual roles, being 
“working members.”

– Volunteer for responsibilities, such as . . .

• Teach Bible classes

• Help with the yard maintenance

• Help with preparing the Lord’s supper

• Help others by being willing to offer a ride
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Respect for Edification

• Respect our individual roles, being 
“working members.”

– Responsibility towards one another.

• Check on the sick

• Visit the shut-ins

• Pray for one another

• Help to edify and encourage other 
Christians.
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Respect for Edification

• Respect our individual roles, being 
“working members.”

– Responsibility towards one another.

– Have respect for the meeting place, i.e. 
clean up after ourselves. 

• We need to respect the work of the 
local church in the edification of the 
saints. 
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Respect For Evangelism

• Jesus came to “seek and save the lost.”  
Luke 19:9-10

• Saints went everywhere preaching the 
word.  Acts 8:4
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Respect For Evangelism

• God’s will is for all to come to 
repentance.  2 Pet 3:9

• Collective responsibility.

– Consider the example of the church in 
Thessalonica.  1 Thess 1:8

– It is our hope the “uninformed” will be 
convinced and convicted.  1 Cor 14:24-25
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Respect For Evangelism

• We should invite visitors to come into 
our assemblies.

– Involves personal contact.

– Can involve organized efforts.

– Must involve action.
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Respect For Evangelism

• We should respect the work of the local 
church in evangelism.

• We should do our best to do what we 
can to spread the gospel to the lost 
world. 
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Respect for Benevolence
• The New Testament establishes the responsibility of the local church to 

edify one another.  This edification is accomplished through the teaching 
and preaching of God’s word.  Consider the following passages:
– The goal of this edification is seen in Hebrews 5:12-14.  A time should come 

where we can all teach others the word of God.  
– The Lord has given us His word so that we might grow to a greater 

knowledge of His word.  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
– The Lord’s desire for the local body is growth and edification.  (Ephesians 

4:11-16)
• The Lord has given us the teachings of the apostles and the prophets in His 

inspired word.
• The Lord has also appointed the role of evangelists, pastors, and teachers for 

the “equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.”   

• The Lord’s goal for the local church is unity, maturity, and members working 
together.
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Conclusion

• The worship services is a very important 
part of the work of the local church.

• Let us all develop . . . 

– Respect for the worship services.

– Respect for our part in those worship 
services. 
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