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The Origin of Elders

1Tim.3:1-7
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Elders Originate From Men 

Who Desire The Work

1Tim.3:1--“Desire”: “to reach or stretch out…signifying 

the mental effort of stretching oneself out for a thing, of 

longing after it, with stress on the object desired”

The desire is for “the work”: ruling, guiding, instructing, 

watching (Acts 20:28-31; 1Pet.5:1-5; Heb.13:17)

Spiritually-minded men should desire to do all the “good 

works” they are qualified to do (Rom.12:1-8)

It is a “good work;” all who are qualified for the office 

should be used in the local church (1Tim.3:13; 5:17)
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Elders Come From Men Who Are Mature

1Tim.3:6--“Elder” means “aged, experienced”

Elders are to come from men who have shown 

evidence of their spiritual growth
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Elders Come From Men Who Have 

Godly Character

1Tim.3:2-3,7 Titus 1:7-8

Temperate                                       Not self-willed

Sober-minded                                Not quick-tempered

Of good behavior                               Not given to wine

Hospitable                                          Not violent

Not given to wine                           Not greedy for money

Not violent                                         Hospitable

Not greedy for money                     A lover of what is good

Gentle                                                  Just

Not quarrelsome                                       Holy

Not covetous                                    Self-controlled

Good testimony from outside
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Elders Come From Men Who Have 

Control Of Their Families

1Tim.3:2; Titus 1:6--“Husband of one wife”

1Tim.3:4-5--“Rules his own house well”

1Tim.3:11--“Wives faithful in all things”

1Tim.3:4; Titus 1:6--“Children in submission” 
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Elders Come From Men Who Are Able & 

Willing To Teach & Defend The Truth

1Tim.3:2-- “Apt to teach”

Titus 1:9--“Holding fast the faithful word”
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Elders Come From Men Who Are 

Blameless As Stewards Of God

1Tim.3:2; Titus 1:6-7--“Blameless” means “one 

against whom no evil charge can be sustained”

“Blameless” does not mean sinless; all Christians are 

to be “blameless” (Phil.2:14-15)

“Blameless” does not mean that accusations cannot 

be leveled, but that they prove to be unfounded

1Pet.5:1--After all that Peter had done, would you 

consider him “blameless”? 
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“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for 

they watch out for your souls, as those who must give 

account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for 

that would be unprofitable for you.” (Hebrews 13:17)

“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 

shepherd the church of God which He purchased with 

His own blood.” (Acts 20:28)
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