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When the Saved 
Become Sick

Matthew 9:9-13
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“seek and save the lost”

• Jesus came to “seek and save the lost.”
–He came to heal the “sick.”  Matt 9:12

–God desires all men to be saved.  2 Pet 3:9

• God’s will is that everyone is saved . . .
– Including those who are saved.

– Sometimes the saved can become 
spiritually sick and in need of care, love, and 
compassion.  
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When the Saved Become Sick

• Consider the following examples:

–Unruly, fainthearted and weak.                          
1 Thess 5:14

–Dead or about to die.  Rev 3:1-2

–Weak, ill, and some have died.  1 Cor 11:30

–Hands which hang down, feeble knees, and 
what is lame.  Heb 12:12-13
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When the Saved Become Sick

• Consider the following examples:

–Weaker brother limited by conscience.            
1 Cor 8:9-12

– Spiritually immature.  Heb 5:12-13

–Habitually neglecting the assemblies.         
Heb 10:25
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What is Our Responsibility?

• Encourage one another.  1 Thess 5:11  

• If it is a matter of sin, then go to them.  
Gal 6:1-4

• If they need prayers, then pray for them.  
James 5:15-16

• Rebuke one who is causing division.  
Titus 1:10-14
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What is Our Responsibility?

• In the case of someone who defiantly 
walks away from obedience, our actions 
are to be out of love.  2 Thess 3:14-15;        
1 Cor 5:4-5
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What If We Do Not Help?

• When the spiritually sick goes unaided.

– It may be the spiritually sick person does 
not ask for help.

– It may be our relationship with the 
spiritually sick person was weak and we did 
not notice any problems. 

– It may be we were too busy with our own 
lives not to notice any problems.
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What If We Do Not Help?

• When the spiritually sick goes unaided.

– It may be we saw symptoms but did not feel 
it was our place.

– Either way, the brother or sister has become 
so weak they stop attending services and 
then we take action and withdraw from 
them.
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What If We Do Not Help?

• Sometimes they might return despite 
our unwillingness to help restore them 
to spiritual health.

– It may be due to a sermon.  2 Tim 4:2

– It may be due to their own Bible study, 
conviction and prayers.
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What If We Do Not Help?

• However, it is just as possible they may 
fall completely away, becoming 
spiritually dead.  

– The end is worse than the beginning.              
2 Pet 2:20

– It is extremely difficult to return the one 
who was fallen completely away.  Heb 6:4-6
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Conclusion

• Is it possible for the saved to become 
spiritually sick?  

–Absolutely!  

• Is it possible for the spiritually sick to be 
healed?  

–Most certainly.
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Conclusion

• However, as brethren, we have a 
responsibility to look out for one 
another, to help a brother or sister if a 
spiritual illness does enter their life.  

• As the apostle Paul wrote, “Let each of 
you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of 
others.”  Phil 2:4
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