
If a Centurion Could, then I Can 

 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 8:5-13 

 

Introduction 

1. Read Matthew 8:5-13.  

2. (While Luke 7:1-10 gives a more detailed account, showing representatives speaking on 

the behalf of the centurion, the observations made by Jesus accurately represent the 

heart of the centurion.) 

3. In this lesson, let us consider three lessons learned from the centurion showing us that if 

a centurion can, then we can.  

I. Recognized Jesus Authority 

A. The centurion recognized Jesus’ authority.  He said, “. . . but only say the word, 

and my servant will be healed.”  (Matthew 8:8) 

B. During Jesus’ days on earth, many people were unwilling to acknowledge or 

accept His authority.  (Matthew 21:23-27) 

1. The leaders who taught the prophecies concerning Christ denied Him. 

2. The scribes, those who read and copied the prophecies, denied Him. 

3. However, a Roman soldier, a centurion, recognized and accepted Jesus’ 

authority. 

C. If the centurion could recognize Jesus’ authority, then so to can we  

1. If you have not yet accepted the authority of Jesus and submitted your 

life to Him today, then why not? 

2. If you are a Christian, then living faithfully requires you to always 

acknowledge and abide by Jesus’ authority. 

a) We should do all things by the authority of Christ.  (Colossians 

3:17) 

b) Jesus is the head of the body.  (Ephesians 1:20-23) 

II. Saw His Lack of Worth 



A. The centurion recognized his lack of worth.  He said, “Lord, I am not worthy to 

have you come under my roof.”  (Matthew 8:8) 

B. Many of Jesus’ contemporaries were unwilling to submit to Jesus’ teachings. 

Many of the leaders of the Pharisees’ hearts were hardened against submitting 

Jesus’ teachings.  (Mark 3:1-6) 

C. We see within the centurion a sincere humility. This same humility must exist 

within our lives. 

1. If you are not a Christian, then set aside any pride or arrogance and learn 

from Jesus.  (Matthew 11:28-30) 

2. If you are a Christian, then this same humility will keep you faithful to 

God, always being thankful for the grace and mercy of God.  (James 

4:6-10; 1 Peter 5:5-7) 

III. Had Complete Faith in Jesus 

A. Take notice what Jesus says of the centurion: “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not 

found such great faith, not even in Israel!”  (Matthew 8:10-12) 

1. Those who should have accepted Jesus did not.  Many of the Jewish 

leaders turned away from Jesus.  (cf. John 12:42-43) 

2. Those who should not have turned to Jesus turned to Him.  

3. This is the point behind Jesus’ statement in verses 11-12.  

B. This same faith should be found within our lives.  

1. If you are not a Christian, then turn to God’s word and develop the 

conviction, the persuasion to follow Jesus to salvation.  

a) If you believe in Jesus, then you believe in John.  (John 12:44-50) 

b) This faith will only come by studying God’s word.  (Romans 10:17) 

c) This belief will lead to a salvation.  (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38) 

2. If you are a Christian, then continue serving the Lord in faithful 

obedience.  

a) The righteous will live by faith.  (Romans 1:16-17) 

b) Justification comes through faith in Jesus (Romans 3:21-26) 



c) It is an obedience faith.  (James 2:14-26)  

Conclusion. 

1. If the centurion can . . . 

a. recognize Jesus’ authority, 

b. humble himself before Jesus, 

c. have faith in Jesus Christ, 

d. then so too can you. 

2. The centurion’s faith resulted in the saving of his servant.  Your faith in Jesus can result 

in the salvation of your soul.  

3. Do you have the saving faith today? 
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