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Does It Matter 
What We 
Believe?

1 Peter 1:3-9
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Introduction

• Four Reasons Why What We Believe is 
Important:

–Need to establish belief in the true doctrine.

–Need to accurately handle God’s word..

–Need to correct teachings and 
understandings.

–Warnings against false doctrines.
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Belief Established In True 
Doctrine

• One faith and one baptism.  Eph 4:4-6

– Leads to our salvation.  1 Pet 1:3-9

–Baptized into the body of Christ.                    
Mark 16:16; Gal 3:27; Rom 6:3-4
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Belief Established In True 
Doctrine

• “Sound doctrine.”  2 Tim 4:3; Titus 1:9

–Believe the genuine doctrine, not a 
perversion.  Gal 1:6-9

– The gospel established by Christ.  Rom 1:16
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Belief Established In True 
Doctrine

If it does not matter what we 
believe, . . .

then why is there only one faith 
and only one baptism? 
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Accurately Handle the 
True Doctrine

• We are to understand it, live by it, and 
teach it. 

–Handle accurately the word of Truth.            
2 Tim 2:14-18

–Grow to a maturity in understanding.           
Heb 5:12-14, ESV

–Give attention to reading, exhortation, and 
doctrine.  1 Tim 4:13
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Belief Established In True 
Doctrine

If it does not matter what we 
believe, . . .

then why the importance of 
accurately handling God’s word?
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Teaching and Correcting

• Examples of one person correcting another.  

– Philip and the man from Ethiopia.                    
Acts 8:26-40

– Priscilla and Aquila taught Apollos.                            
Acts 18:24-28

– Paul and the Corinthians regarding the 
resurrection.  1 Cor 15

– Paul corrected the saints in Galatia.  Gal 1
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Teaching and Correcting

• Elders are to be able to “exhort and 
convict those who contradict.”  Titus 1:9

• Paul told Timothy to preach the word.   
2 Tim 4:1-4
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Belief Established In True 
Doctrine

If it does not matter what we 
believe, . . .

then why the examples of 
teaching and correcting?
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Avoid False Doctrine

• Warnings against false doctrine. 

– Some people will seek error.  2 Tim 4:3-4

– There is a difference between sound 
doctrine and myths and fables.  1 Tim 4:6-7

–Peter warns against false teachers.                           
2 Pet 2:1-3

– John warned against “deceivers.”                          
2 John 1:6-11
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Belief Established In True 
Doctrine

If it does not matter what we 
believe, . . .

then why the warnings against 
false doctrine?
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Conclusion

• Does it matter what we believe?  Yes. It 
does matter what we believe. 
–Our belief must be established in true 

doctrine.

–We must accurately handle the true 
doctrine.

–We are to teach and correct.

–We are to avoid false doctrine.
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