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Judging Others

Matthew 7:1-5
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Introduction:

• “Judge” – (Greek: krino) – to pronounce an 
opinion concerning right and wrong; condemn; to 
be of opinion; deem; think

• “Judges” or “judged” – (Greek: anakrino) –
examine or judge; to investigate, examine, 
enquire into, scrutinize, sift, question; to 
interrogate, examine the accused or witnesses; to 
judge of, estimate, determine (the excellence or 
defects of any person or thing)

“Judge not”
Matt. 7:1
Luke 6:37

“Judge with righteous 
judgment”

John 7:24
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Judgment That Is Forbidden

• Hypocritical Judgment - “the plank and 
the speck” – Matt. 7:1-5

➢Examples:

▪ Pharisee – Matt. 15:1-9

▪ Judas – John 12:4-6

▪ Crowd – John 8:1-11 
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Judgment That Is Forbidden

• Based on Appearance – initial judgments 
are often wrong

➢Examples
▪ Eliab misjudged David – 1 Sam. 17:28-29

▪ Claudius Lysias misjudged Paul                       
– Acts 21:37-38

▪ Nathanael misjudged people from Nazareth 
– John 1:45-49

http://www.seminolepointe.church/resources/readme


This document was sourced from <www.seminolepointe.church>.

Judgment That Is Forbidden

• Based on Appearance – initial judgments 
are often wrong

➢Examples

– Hannah was accused of being drunk, but she 
was not – 1 Sam. 1:12-18

– Jesus was accused of blasphemy, but he was 
innocent – Mark 2:7

• Someone could appear righteous but not be

– Matt. 23:28
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Judgment That Is Encouraged

• Judgments of civil courts – Romans 13:1-7

• Judgment of the church upon disorderly 
members – 1 Cor. 5:1-13

• Righteous judgment – John 7:24

– “Then…remove the speck” – Matt. 7:5

– “he who is spiritual judges all things”                 
– 1 Cor. 2:15

– Based on fruits not appearance                           
– Matt. 7:15-20
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Judgment That Is Encouraged

• Purpose of judgment

➢Save souls

▪ “restore such a one…considering yourself”               
- Gal. 6:1 

▪ Judge if someone is in danger – Lost Lamb               
- Matt. 18:12-14

▪ “turns a sinner…save a soul from death”                  
- James 5:19-20

▪ Peter judged that Simon was not right with God     
- Acts 8:18-24
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Judgment That Is Encouraged

• Purpose of judgment

➢Identifying false teachers

▪ Paul said to “judge for yourselves what I say” 
– 1 Cor. 10:15 

▪ “Test all things” - 1 Thes. 5:21

▪ “Test the spirits” - 1 John 4:1 
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Judgment That Is Encouraged

• Must use God’s word for that judgment

– Reproof, correction, and instruction – 2 Tim. 
3:16-17

– Rightly dividing – 2 Tim. 2:15

– “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart” – Heb. 4:12

http://www.seminolepointe.church/resources/readme


This document was sourced from <www.seminolepointe.church>.

Conclusion:

• We must first remove the plank from our eye to 
be able to help others - 2 Cor. 13:5

“Examine yourselves…test yourselves” 

• We must have other’s souls in mind when we 
point out error

• Leave the judgment of souls up to God

– Jn. 5:22,27

– Acts 17:31

– Matt. 25:31-33
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