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Let Your Light Shine Before 

Men
Let our light shine through good works.             

Matt 5:13-16; cf. 1 Pet 2:12

Works are to be done in meekness and 

wisdom.  James 3:13-18

We are created for good works.  Eph 2:10

Good works of some are clearly evident.               

1 Tim 5:25
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Let Your Light Shine Before 

Men
We are to be equipped for every good work.         

2 Tim 3:17

We are to be zealous for good work. Titus 2:14

We are to maintain good works. Titus 3:8, 14

Provoke one another to good works. Heb 10:24
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The Contrast

Matthew 6:1-18
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. . . to be seen by them.

1 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before 

men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward 

from your Father in heaven.

2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a 

trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 

and in the streets, that they may have glory from men.

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing,

4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father 

who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.

(Matt 6:1-4)

Matt 6
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. . . to be seen by them.

5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. 

For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on 

the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you 

have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret 

place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 

openly.

7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the 

heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for 

their many words.

8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the 

things you have need of before you ask Him. (Matt 6:5-8)

Matt 6
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. . . to be seen by them.

16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, 

with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that 

they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to 

you, they have their reward.

17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 

face,

18 so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your 

Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees 

in secret will reward you openly.

(Matt 6:16-18)

Matt 6
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What is the Difference?

Purpose and Intentions

To serve God.

To serve and obey God.  Luke 17:10

Let God receive the glory.  He will reward 

you openly. 
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What is the Difference?

Purpose and Intentions

To be seen and praised by men.

Pat on the back

Praise from others

Lofty feelings of accomplishment and 

acceptance by the members

You Have Your Reward
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