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• The Shepherd . . . John 10:1-5

– Enters the fold through the door.                 
(vs 1-2)

–Voice is known to the sheep.  (vs 3)

–Knows the sheep by name.  (vs 4)

–Goes before the sheep and the sheep follow 
Him. (vs 4-5)
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• The Stranger . . .

– Seeks to steal, kill, and destroy.  

– Lures the sheep away from the fold. 

–Attacks the weak sheep who fall behind.   
John 10:7-10
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• In this lesson . . .

– Let’s talk about why “strangers” pose such a 
great danger in the spiritual lives of 
Christians.
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• The Shepherd cares.  John 10:11-16

• The stranger does what he wants.

– The stranger thinks with human wisdom.    
1 Cor 1:20-25

– The stranger follows the way he thinks is 
right.  Pro 14:12

– The stranger may even be zealous.            
Rom 10:1-4 
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• The stranger . . .

–May seem nice, sincere, and kind.  

–May have good intentions.

– Is not the Shepherd.

• We must make certain we follow Jesus, 
the Shepherd, because He truly cares for 
us.
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• The stranger speaks differently. 

– The Galatians heeded the stranger’s voice.  
Gal 1:6-9; 3:1

–He will speak lies concerning the Shepherd.  
1 John 2:22-27; 2 John 1:9-11
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• The Shepherd’s voice includes the 
teachings of the apostles and prophets.  

– Listen to the apostles and prophets.          
Eph 2:20; 4:11

–Receive who the Shepherd sent. John 13:20

– Study to recognize the Shepherd’s 
teachings.  Heb 5:12-14
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• If you do not recognize the voice, the 
teachings, then take great care. 

• You may be hearing the voice of a 
stranger. 
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• We need to watch out for one another.        
1 Thess 5:14; Heb 12:12-13

• Once the weak sheep has been 
separated, the stranger will attack.   
Rom 16:17-18

• Learn to identify and reject.  Titus 3:9-11
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• Seeks to steal, kill, & destroy.  Jn 10:7-10

• Consider Peter’s warning.  2 Pet 2:1-3

– They secretly bring in “destructive 
heresies.”  (vs 1)

– They speak evil of the way of truth.  (vs 2)

–Driven by covetousness, they use 
“deceptive words.”  (vs 3)

– They are doomed by God.  (vs 12-14)
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• We need to . . .

– stand ready to “test the spirits.” 1 John 4:1

– know the Shepherd’s voice.  2 Tim 2:15; 
3:16-17

– speak as oracles of God.  1 Pet 4:11

–be ready to give an answer.  1 Pet 3:15

• We need to be aware, be on guard. 
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• Emotions . . .

–Anger.  Col 3:8; Eph 4:26-27

–Hatred.  1 John 2:9-11; 3:15

– Love. 

• While we can love others, this love must 
never rule our lives.

• Our love for God must never take second 
place to our love for others.  John 14:23-24; 
Luke 14:26-33
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• Affections . . .

–Covetousness.  Col 3:5; 1 Tim 6:6-10

– Envy.  1 Pet 2:1; Titus 3:3; Gal 5:21 

– Lusts.  1 John 2:15-17

–Passions.  Rom 1:26; Gal 5:19

–Pride.  1 John 2:16; Prov 16:18; 1 Cor 10:12; 
James 4:4-10
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• Apathy

–Consider the Laodiceans.  Rev 3:15-16

–Keeps one from . . .

• Repenting.

• Giving an answer.

• Caring about those who are lost in sin. 

–We are to be zealous. Titus 2:14
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• Ignorance

–Can destroy a person’s life.  Hosea 4:6

• Will not know Jesus and Him crucified.

• Will not know the need for repentance.

• Will not know right from wrong.

–Consider again Hebrews 5:12-14.                   
cf. Heb 2:1-4
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• The Shepherd shows us how to . . .

–Control our emotions.  

–Keep our affections in check.

–Care about truth, about obedience, and 
God’s word.

–Overcome ignorance by listening to the 
word of God, the voice of our Shepherd.
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• Are we listening to the voice of our 
Shepherd?  

–His teachings.

–His commands.

–His instructions.

–His examples.
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• Who is the stranger?

– The one who tries to led us away from 
Christ.

– The one who works to get us to follow a 
different doctrine.  

– The one who is trying to bring about the 
desires of the devil.  2 Cor 11:13-15;                  
2 Thess 2:9-12 
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