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Introduction

•Young People of the Bible
• Joseph – 17 years old – became a 

deliverer for his family.  Gen 37:2; 45:5
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Introduction

•Young People of the Bible
• Joseph  Gen 37:2; 45:5
• Samuel – “And the child Samuel grew in 

stature, and in favor both with the Lord 
and men.” 1 Sam 2:26
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Introduction

•Young People of the Bible
• Joseph  Gen 37:2; 45:5
• Samuel  1 Sam 17:34-36
• David – had great faith.  1 Sam 17:34-36
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Introduction

•Young People of the Bible
• Joseph  Gen 37:2; 45:5
• Samuel  1 Sam 17:34-36
• David  1 Sam 17:34-36
• Daniel – Refused to be defiled by the 

kings delicacies and wine.  Dan 1:7-21
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Introduction

•Young People of the Bible
• Joseph  Gen 37:2; 45:5
• Samuel  1 Sam 17:34-36
• David  1 Sam 17:34-36
• Daniel  Dan 1:7-21
• Timothy – well spoken of by the brethren 

in Lystra.  Acts 16:2
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Introduction

•Young People of the Bible
• Joseph  Gen 37:2; 45:5
• Samuel  1 Sam 17:34-36
• David  1 Sam 17:34-36
• Daniel  Dan 1:7-21
• Timothy  Acts 16:2

• They all had great potential. 
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Introduction

•Do we see the same potential in our 
youth?
• Within every young person is the 

potential to rise up and serve the Lord.
• We must not look at the young as being 

insignificant, empty-headed and 
unimportant.

• Let us not despise our young                
people. 
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Introduction

• To despise the youth is:
• To treat with contempt.

• To disdain.

• To think little or nothing of the young people.

• Some act as if young people are ignorant, 
unnecessary, and unable to make the right 
decisions.
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Introduction

• To despise the youth is:
• To treat with contempt.

• To disdain.

• To think little or nothing of the young people.

• The challenge of the youth . . .
• Learn to navigate a world which is confusing, 

hypocritical, and very misleading.

• Figure out who to listen to,                                
who to follow, who to avoid, etc.
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Introduction

• This lesson will carry two simple messages:
• To the older people:  "Don't despise the youth."

• To the young people:  "Don't let anyone despise 
your youth."
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What The Young Can Do

•Don’t give adults reasons to despise 
your youth.  

• Train for godliness. 
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What The Young Can Do

• Train for godliness.  1 Tim 4:7-16
• Exercise yourself toward godliness.  (vs 7)
• Labor and suffer reproach (vs 10)
• Be an example to believers in:  (vs 12)

• Word & Conduct
• Love & Spirit
• Faith & Purity
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What The Young Can Do

•Pursue righteousness.  2 Tim 2:20-22
• Be a vessel for honor for the Lord.  (vs 21)
• Flee youthful lusts.  (vs 22)
• Pursue with other Christians:  (vs 22)

• Righteousness & Faith
• Love & Peace
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What The Young Can Do

• The young can learn about God.
• From your parents. Eph 6:4
• From teachers.  Eph 4:11
• From preachers.  2 Tim 4:2
• From elders.  Eph 4:11
• From your own personal Bible study.            

2 Tim 2:15; 2 Pet 2:2
• Remember now your Creator                            

in the days of your youth.                        
Eccl 12:1
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What The Young Can Do

• The young can stand up for Truth.
• Take a stand.  Eph 6:10-13
• Around your peers.  Matt 5:14; 2 Cor 4:10
• Around your parents.  
• Within your own life.  Rom 13:11-14;            

1 Cor 10:13
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What The Young Can Do

• The young can defeat giants.
• Overcome peer pressure.  Eph 6:13;         

Rom 13:11-14
• Overcome temptations to sin.  1 Cor 10:13
• Overcome the indoctrination of the world.  

1 John 2:15-17; Isa 5:20-21; 1 Cor 1:18-21
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What The Young Can Do

• The young can honor their parents.
• This is God’s command.  Eph 6:1-3
• Shows respect.
• Shows honor. 
• Shows love.  
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What The Young Can Do

• The young can be examples to others.
• Be an example to your own age.
• Be an example to those younger than you.
• Be an example to those older than you.
• Be an example to your friends in the 

world.
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Despising the Young

•We are not to despise the youth.
• David's family gave him little 

consideration.
• Joseph's brother rejected him.
• Paul told Timothy not to let anyone 

despise his youth.
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Despising the Young

•We are to nurture and train the young.  
• Within the youth is potential of growth, 

imagination, creativity, learning, etc.
• When the young ask questions, we need 

to listen and answer. 
• When the young have ideas, we should 

listen and consider.
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Conclusion

• To the young, do not let anyone 
despise your youth.

• To the older folks, do not despise the 
young people.  
• They need your encouragement.
• They need your teachings.
• They need your attention.
• They need your care.
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