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Family 
Responsibilities

Romans 12:3-8
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Household of God

• Christians are family.

–Paul referred to the “house of God.”  1 Tim 
3:15

–Peter called us the “people of God.”  1 Pet 
2:9-10

–We are the children of God.  Rom 8:12-17
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Household of God

• This truth is seen in many other 
references.  Consider the following:

– “beloved brother Paul.” 2 Pet 3:15

– Silvanus . . . “our faithful brother.”                            
1 Pet 5:12

– “love the brotherhood.”  1 Pet 2:17

– “brotherhood in the world.”  1 Pet 5:9
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Household of God

• This truth is seen in many other 
references.  Consider the following:

– Tychicus . . . “a beloved brother.”  Eph 6:21

–Onesimus . . . “faithful and beloved 
brother.”  Col 4:9; Phile 1:16

–A fellow Christian is our “brother or sister.”  
James 2:15; cf. 1 Cor 7:15

–Phoebe . . . “our sister.”  Rom 1:16
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Universally and Locally

• Our family relationship is based upon 
our being children of God. 

• All Christians are our brothers and 
sisters.

• This relationship also exists on a local 
level.
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Being a Part of a Local Family

• Responsibility:  Join with a local family.            
Acts 9:26-28

– Find a local group of faithful Christians.

–Be a part of that local group “coming in and 
going out.”

–Be a part of a local body of Christians.
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Being a Part of a Local Family

• Responsibility:  Be a working part of the 
local family.

–Worship together with a local group of 
Christians.

• Sing praises together.

• Prayer together.

• Partake of the Lord’s supper together.

• Study God’s word together.
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Being a Part of a Local Family

• Responsibility:  Be a caring member of 
the local family.

–We care for one another.

• We rejoice together.

• We weep together.

• We help one another physically.

• We help one another spiritually.
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Being a Part of a Local Family

• Responsibility:  Be a working member of 
the local family.  

– The body is many members.  Rom 12:3-8;         
1 Cor 12:12-14

– Importance and equality. 1 Cor 12:15-31
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Being a Part of a Local Family

• Responsibility:  Submit to the eldership.

– The local family has a local leadership. 

– Local Christians who worship together make 
up the “flock” which the elders oversee.
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Conclusion

• Your Family Responsibilities are:

– Join with a local family.

–Be a working part of the local family.

–Be a caring member of the local family.

–Be a working member of the local family.

– Submit to the eldership.
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