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The Leaven of the 
Pharisees
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Introduction

• What is a leavening agent?

– “substance causing expansion of doughs 
and batters by the release of gases within 
such mixtures, producing baked products 
with porous structure.”  
(www.britannica.com)
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Introduction

• What is a leavening agent?

– Literally:  air, steam, yeast, baking powder, 
baking soda

– Figuratively:  a pervasive influence which 
modifies or transforms something
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Introduction

• The Bible talks about the dangers of 
certain leavening agents.

–Continuing sin as a leavening agent.                      
1 Cor 5:1-8

–A leaven which hinders. Gal 5:7-10

• Jesus warned His apostles regarding the 
leaven of the Pharisees.  Matt 16:5-12
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The Leaven of the Pharisees?

• Their teachings.  Matt 16:12

– The people understood Jesus to be talking 
about the doctrine of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.

– The Jewish leaders were guilty of adding to 
God’s word.  Matt 15:1-9

– This practice continued after the new 
covenant.  Gal 1:6-9; 3:1-6
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The Leaven of the Pharisees?

• Their behavior.  Matt 16:1-4

• Matthew 23 illustrates this behavior.

–Did not practice what they taught.  (vs 1-4)

–Did works to be seen by men.  (vs 5-7)

– Shut up the kingdom of heaven.  (vs 13-14)

–Would proselyte but not prepare.  (vs 15-
16)

–Added to God’s law.  (vs 17-24)
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The Danger of this Leaven

• Altering doctrine nullifies our worship.  
Matt 15:9

– The warning.  Gal 1:8-9

–Remove the leaven by . . . 

• Respecting the authority of God’s word.  
Matt 28:18-20; Eph 2:19-22

• Respecting the soundness of God’s word.          
2 Tim 1:13; 4:3
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The Danger of this Leaven

• Living a sinful life separates us from 
God.

– If we profess a faithfulness, but walk 
sinfully, then we are liars.  1 John 1:5-7

–We will have our reward.  Cf. Matt 6:2, 5, 16

–Remove the leaven by . . .

• Walking in the Spirit.  Gal 5:16-26

• By helping those walking in sin.  Gal 6:1-5
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Conclusion

• The leaven of the Pharisees . . .

– Their doctrine

– Their behavior

• Avoid this leaven by . . .

– Teaching only God’s word.

–Walking in the Spirit, in the Light of God’s 
word.
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