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Growth In 
Service to the 
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Ephesians 4:11-16
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• The Local Church is a Body

–A body with many members (parts).                        
1 Cor 12:12-21

• The fleshly body analogy:  A foot, a hand, an 
ear, an eye.

• All parts are necessary.  (vs 22-25)

• All parts work together.  (vs. 25)

• All parts rejoice and suffer together with care 
for another.  (vs 25-27)
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• The Local Church is a Body

–A body with many members (parts).               
1 Cor 12:12-27

–Christians are to join themselves to local 
congregations, working as a part or a 
member of that body.  cf. Acts 9:26

– The congregation can also “put away” a 
member.  1 Cor 5:11-13
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• Principles Regarding Service.

–Consider one another.  Heb 10:24-25

– To fulfill our “function.”  Rom 12:3-8

– To supply our part.  Eph 4:11-16
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• Principles Regarding Service.

– To encourage and edify.  Heb 3:12-15;                    
1 Cor 14:26

– To promote unity and like-mindedness.

• We are to seek to be like-minded, being “of 
one accord, of one mind.” Phil 2:1-4

• Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit.  
Eph 4:1-6
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• Areas of Service.

– Spiritual encouragement.

• Opportunities:  Worship services, Bible 
classes, home Bible studies, gospel 
meetings, song services.

• We all have a part: The role of elders and 
deacons, the role of preachers and teachers, 
the role of all members.
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• Areas of Service.

– Spiritual encouragement.

–Caring for one another.

• Spiritual needs.  Gal 6:1-5

• Physical needs.  1 John 3:16-17
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Growth . . . Service to Local Church

• Areas of Service.

– Spiritual encouragement.

–Caring for one another.

–Physical needs and responsibilities related 
to the local congregation.

• The upkeep of the meeting place.

• The preparation of the Lord’s supper.
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Conclusion

• Everyone should strive to grow in:

–Considering one another to stir up unto 
love and good works.

– Fulfilling our individual functions.

– Supplying our part.

– Encouraging and edifying our fellow 
Christians.

–Promoting unity and like-mindedness.
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