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Having A 
Deceived Heart

Isaiah 44:17-20
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The Danger of Being Deceived

•Consider the history of Israel.
• “A deceived heart has turned him aside”  

Isa 44:14-20
• “Take heed . . .”  Deut 11:16
• “Your fierceness has deceived you . . .”  

Jer 49:16
• “The pride of your heart has deceived 

you . . .”  Oba 1:3
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The Danger of Being Deceived

•Consider the history of Israel.
• There were times when Israel genuinely 

believed the error they were following.
• Their hearts had been deceived. 
• Even during the reign of Jehoshaphat, 

Judah’s heart was not directed toward 
God.  2 Chron 20:31-33
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Believing Something Does Not 
Make it Right

•The world is filled with believers who 
hold fast and true to their convictions.

• Some believe . . .
• there is no God.
• there is no heaven and no hell.
• in other gods.
• in God, but not Jesus.
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Believing Something Does Not 
Make it Right

•The world is filled with believers who 
hold fast and true to their convictions.

• Some believe . . .
• a way is right when it is wrong. 
• in God but not the Bible.
• the Bible was written only by man.
• that being a Christian is wrong.
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Believing Something Does Not 
Make it Right

•Deception can lead a person to error.
• Deceived by self.
• Deceived by false teachers.
• Deceived by the world.
• Deceived by leaders.
• Deceived by influencers.
• Deceived by teachers.
• Deceived by strangers.
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How Do We Believe the 
Truth?

• Seek the Truth.
• Seek out reliable sources.

• The Bible
• Reliable teachings and explanations

• Weed out the unreliable sources.                
2 Pet 3:16; Gal 1:7; Titus 3:10

• Ask questions.
• Question teachers and preachers. 
• Question the wisdom of man.
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How Do We Believe the 
Truth?

•Learn the truth.
• The learning of truth is essential.

• Faith comes by hearing.                                 
Rom 10:17; 2 Tim 3:16,17

• Meditate upon.  Psa 119:15
• Plant the word in your heart.              

James 1:21
• Words of Christ abide within.                                  

1 John 2:24; 3:24
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How Do We Believe the 
Truth?

•Test what we hear.
• Compare all teachings to the truth.

• 1 John 4:1

• Do not believe a person just because 
they are a great speaker or they sound 
knowledge.   
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Conclusion

• If we allow our hearts to be deceived, 
then we may find ourselves truly 
believing something that is wrong.

•Let us all . . . 
• Seek the Truth
• Learn the Truth
• Test the things we hear. 
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