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Faith and Fear
1 SAMUEL 17:31-37
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Is a Faith with Fear Possible?

Consider young David. 
◦ David appears to have faith without fear.      

1 Sam 17:36-37

◦ David’s faith was coupled with his fear of 
the Lord.  Psa 119:120
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Is a Faith with Fear Possible?

With this lesson, we will show . . .
◦ Faith in God is coupled with a fear of God.

◦ When fear hinders our faith in God. 
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Faith and Godly Fear

The need to fear the Lord.
◦ Consider God's instructions to Israel.        

Deut 6:2, 13, 24
◦ Fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge.  Prov 1:7
◦ It is well with those who fear God.                  

Eccl 8:12-13
◦ We serve God with “reverence and godly 

fear.” Heb 12:28-29
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Faith and Godly Fear

Faith works with fear.
◦ Consider Hanani, the brother Nehemiah.  

Neh 7:2

◦ Paul told the saints in Rome to “stand by 
faith” and not to be “haughty, but fear.” 
Rom 11:20

◦ Noah, by faith, moved with Godly fear. 
Heb 11:7
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When Fear Threatens Faith

When it hinders our obedience. 
◦ Isaiah told Israel not to fear others, but to 

fear God. Isa 8:12-13; 1 Pet 3:14

◦ Jesus gave the same warning to His 
disciples. Matt 10:26-28
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When Fear Threatens Faith

When it weakens our faith in God. 
◦ Jesus said, “Why are you fearful, O you of 

little faith?” Matt 8:23-27

◦ Peter's fear of the storm weakened his 
faith in Jesus. Matt 14:29-32
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When Fear Threatens Faith

When we are influenced by fear. 
◦ Some did not follow because of fear.    

John 12:42-43

◦ Moses did NOT fear the wrath of the king 
of Egypt. Heb 11:27

◦ Jesus told the Christians in Smyrna not to 
“fear any of those things which you are 
about to suffer.”  Rev 2:10
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When Fear Threatens Faith

When we look at the temporary things 
of life.  
◦ Consider the apostle Paul's. 2 Tim 4:6-8

◦ Paul said that “none of these things move 
me.” Acts 20:22-24

◦ Nothing can separate us from the love of 
Christ. Rom 8:35-39
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When Fear Threatens Faith

When we forget about the love of God.  
◦ The love of God should remove a fear of the 

judgment.  1 John 4:12-19
◦ However, if we forget about God’s love, we 

then forget all that He has done for us.          
Heb 6:4-6

◦ If we are walking in sin, then fear of His 
judgment should provoke us to repent.         
Acts 8:18-24; Isaiah 66:1-2
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