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The Right Time to 
Rejoice

Luke 15:1-10
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Introduction

•Luke 15:1-10 – Two parables
• The parable of the lost sheep.

• The parable of the lost coin. 

• “Joy . . . Over one sinner who repents” –
seen in each parable. 

•The parable of the prodigal son is 
based on this same premise.  
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Three Characters in the Parable

•The Younger Son.
• Foolish choices.  Luke 15:11-16

• His realization.  Luke 15:17-19

• Represents:

• The Gentiles.

• The tax collectors, harlots, and all 
sinners.

• The one who turns away from the Lord 
but later returns.
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Three Characters in the Parable

•The Father.
• Allowed the son to go. Luke 15:11-12

• Had compassion. Luke 15:20

• Rejoiced when his son returned.         
Luke 15:22-24

• Represents God the Father.

• God grants free will to His creation.

• God has compassion. 

• God rejoices when one repents.
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Three Characters in the Parable

•The Older Son.
• Had always been with his father.             
Luke 15:29-31

• Resented the father’s celebration.              
Luke 15:25-30

• Represents:

• The Pharisees critical of Jesus behavior. 

• The faithful who would resent and reject 
the returning sinner. 
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Lessons Learned

•God has given the freedom to choose 
to His creation.
• Spiritual beings.  Jude 1:6

• Physical beings.  Matt 7:21

• God does not force any person into 
faith and obedience. 
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Lessons Learned

•Some will be drawn away.
•Many choose to walk away from God.  
Matt 7:13-14; Luke 13:22-30; 2 Pet 3:9

• This is sadly seen within local churches. 
Eph 5:11
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Lessons Learned

•Some will return.
• Like the prodigal son, there will be 
those who return to the Lord.

• Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  
Luke 19:9-10

• This is why we preach the gospel 
message.  Mark 16:15-16
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Lessons Learned

•We cannot decide who God will 
accept back.
• God will show mercy on whomever He 
chooses.  Rom 9:14-16

• God is a just, merciful, and forgiving. 

•When a sinner returns to God, then we 
too should rejoice.  cf. 2 Cor 7:9-10
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